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Abstract

Using the benchmarks recommended by WHO and the Universal
health coverage (UHC) objectives, this dissertation evaluates the
development and impact of UHC on citizens’ welfare, focusing on the
measure at the micro-level. Chapter II and III review the development
progress of the health sector and social health insurance (SHI) toward UHC.
The analyses rely on macro data compiled from Vietnam Health Statistics
Yearbooks, the Vietnam General Statistics Office, and the World Health
Organization. Findings highlight the achievement of the Vietnamese
government in increasing population coverage and containing inequality in
health access among sub-population. They also alert the government of a few
challenges that should be addressed to attain UHC, including informal
workers coverage, inequality among service delivery structures, and the
minor problem of adverse selection.

Chapter IV examines the incidence of catastrophic health expenditure
(CHE). The calculation shows that the rate has significantly reduced since
the 1990s. However, CHE has shown no improvement in recent years.
Additionally, results from probit regression suggest that SHI plays a modest
role in protecting people from financial difficulties. Furthermore, the
incurrence risk is particularly high among the poor and elderly.

Chapter V employs the difference-in-differences approach to identify
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the causal relationship between UHC coverage and health outcomes,
measured by health services demand. Results from the analysis highlight
the positive impact of UHC in improving population health. In addition, the
effect is prolonged to later life, even after the person is no longer eligible for
the program.

Chapter VI emphasizes that UHC equally improves people’s access to
health care, leading to better health. Individuals from poor and less educated
households enjoy the benefits of UHC on health outcomes similar to the
better-off. However, SHI does not perform well in protecting people equally
from disastrous financial events caused by illness. The poor are more likely
to suffer from CHE. Finally, we estimate the costs and resources to attain
UHC in 2025. All of the policy options are financially feasible for Vietnam to
1implement because it does not require too many extra resources.

Keywords: universal health coverage, social health insurance, catastrophic

health expenditure, health outcome, health financing, health equity
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Chapter I. Introduction :
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[Part One]

Chapter II: Vietham Health System :
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[Part Two]
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Chapter V. The analysis of the impact of health insurance on health outcome :
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Chapter VI. The analysis of health equity and the feasibility of UHC in Vietnam :
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Chapter VII: Conclusion and Implication :
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